Sugar Springs Property Owners Association Airstrip Committee

Minutes for September 2, 2006

Attending meeting: 

Dick Sager, Chairperson 

Judi Purdy, Board Representative 

Committee Members: Roger Allen, Don Cornwell, Jim and Beryl O’Dea, Paul Purdy, Wayne and Betty Underwood 

POA Members attending: Jack Peters SSPOA Board Member

Dick Sager called the meeting to order at 10:40 a.m.

Paul Purdy moved and Don Cornwall seconded the motion to approve the Agenda and the minutes of the June 24 meeting; motion carried.

General Manager’s Report – Paul Daugherty did not attend.
Application Review Committee Report

Dick Sager reported that the committee has not received any requests for culverts.

Unfinished Business  
1. Decide whether or not to recommend becoming a public use airstrip – After much discussion during several meetings and investigation by Dick Sagar, Don Cornwall moved and Wayne Underwood seconded the motion that the airstrip become a public use airstrip.  Judi will take this recommendation to the Board of Directors and ask them to vote on it at the October Board meeting.  If the airstrip does become a public use airstrip and we are not satisfied with the arrangement, we can reverse the decision at any time.  Following are the pros and cons to becoming a public use airstrip:

Pros

·    The airstrip would be inspected every year for safety

·    Sugar Springs might qualify for State and Federal funding for improving the airstrip.

·    The airstrip would be listed in the official FAA and State of Michigan airport directories and would be noted that a golf course and a restaurant are nearby

·    Information about the airstrip would be available from flight service.  They would publish notices to airmen (NOTAMS) about the airstrip.  When a pilot says they want to fly to Sugar Springs, flight service would give them any recent pertinent information regarding the airstrip at Sugar Springs called “local NOTAMS (Notices to Airmen).” 

·    It would increase usage of the Hearth and the golf course and introduce pilots and their friends to Sugar Springs

·   There would be no need to advertise the airstrip on $100 hamburger web site

·    The airstrip would be licensed and this would have a positive reflection on our liability insurance. Now, if we have an accident, the POA could be sued.  If we were a public use airstrip, the FAA would investigate.

·    We would need a licensed pilot named as the airport manager (Dick Sager is willing to be the manager)

·   Signs will be posted on the airstrip noting where planes and cars are to park

·   We will have access to airport planners from the State of Michigan at no cost to help us develop our master plan for the airstrip

·   The State of Michigan will provide yellow cones to mark the sides and ends of the airstrip at no charge to Sugar Springs.  In addition they will provide one (1) free windsock each year (a $30-75 savings for Sugar Springs).

Cons

· The yearly fee is $25

2. Update on the commons between lots 374 and 375 – the Gladwin County road commission put in a free culvert and covered it with dirt so we now have access to this area.  They will dump extra topsoil from the road resurfacing projects to provide us with free fill for the area. The airstrip committee would like to eventually use this commons as the entrance to the airstrip.

3. Update on craft show – Dick said many stopped by the booth to talk about the airstrip. It was a very windy day.

4. Update on the yearly brush hog of the airstrip – Dick Sager reported that Jim Jones only brush- hogged 15 additional feet instead of the 25 additional feet that he brush hogged last year.

5. Update on a roller for the airstrip – Dick Sager reported that it is too expensive to purchase a roller so we will look into building one.  Dick, Don Cornwall and Wayne Underwood agreed to start looking for parts to build a roller.  They need a 3-4 feet cylinder that is 6-8 feet long.

6. Update on article for the Sugar Scoop regarding interest renting a hangar on the airstrip – Roger agreed to submit an article to Debbie before the September 16th deadline.

7. Update on AirNav.com – Dick Sager said that Paul Daugherty approved spending the $12 a year to advertise on this web site. Roland MacDonald volunteered to pay the fee and write the ad for the site.  Roland will also ask the local Realtors if they are interested in advertising on the site. Since Roland did not attend the meeting, Dick Sager will contact Roland to see if this was completed.

New Business

1. Letter from Joe Lowe – Dick Sager and Judi Purdy received a letter from Joe Lowe expressing concern about what he considers inconsistency in the service fee structure.  Judi agreed to reply to Joe’s letter and will copy the Airstrip committee on her reply.

2. Request from Dave Wood to join the committee – the committee agreed to submit Dave’s name to the POA Board as a member of the Airstrip committee. Dave lives in Indianapolis, Indiana and owns a lot in Queens Realm.
3. Hangar homes presentation preview – Roland MacDonald, Roger Allen and Jim O’Dea will make a presentation to the POA board at 9 a.m. on September 19th in Paul Daugherty’s office.  The presentation will include information on hanger homes and what an airport does for a community.  Dick Sager reported that Roland gave him a CD with sample plans for hanger homes that can be used for the presentation. Dick will not be able to attend the meeting

4. Airstrip Master Plan - Wayne Underwood moved and Don Cornwall seconded a motion to update our guidelines by adding “you cannot install a culvert that is smaller that what is upstream from your lot.”  We will postpone further discussion on a master plan until we find out if we can become a public use airstrip because if we do, we will have access to airport planners from the State of Michigan at no cost.

5. Long Range Plan update – We discussed and updated our long range plan which will be sent separately.

6. Budget for 2007 


· Renew insurance for the airstrip (cost may be less if we become a public use airstrip)

· Install two signs for marking parking for cars and planes (the State may pay for these if we become a public use airstrip)

· Purchase safety runway markers at approximately $540 (State will pay for these if we become a public use airstrip)

· AirNav.com advertising for one year $12

7. Meeting schedule for 2007:
April 28, 10:30 a.m. Activities building

May 19, 10:30 a.m. Activities building

June 23, 10:30 a.m. Activities building

September 1, 10:30 a.m. lower level of Hearth restaurant

Paul Purdy moved and Jim O’Dea seconded the motion that the meeting be adjourned; motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Judi Purdy, Secretary
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